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To the Teacher: 


This Document-Based Questions practice book is written and 
designed to help students understand the strategies necessary to 
successfully answer the essay questions they encounter on tests. 


On the first page of each unit is a short background paragraph 
that summarizes the content of the unit. This background paragraph 
is followed by a description of the task. Part A of the task provides . 
various types of documents. Part B of the task furnishes an essay 
question, which is accompanied by a list of specific instructions and 
reminders. The reminders encourage students to write their essay 
by drawing upon the information they have gathered from the 
documents and their knowledge of social studies. 


You may wish to introduce these pages to your students in the 
following manner: People can learn new information from 
documents. Documents can include maps, charts, photographs, and 
quotations or stories from history. First, study each document 
carefully. Then, use the document to help you answer the 
document-based questions that follow. Next, use the information 
from the document, your answers to the questions, and your 
knowledge of social studies to write an essay. 


Grade 3 Document-Based Questions = 3 


Name i 8 ale 


l Learning About Communities , 


The task below is based on documents 1 through 3. 
This task will allow you to show how well you work with various 
documents. Study each document, and answer the questions 
after each. Then use your answers to help you write your essay. 


Background 

A community is.a place where people live, work, and play. People who live 
in a community depend on one another. Citizens work together to keep 
their community safe. A community may be located near a kind of land, 
such as a mountain, or body of water, such as a river. Communities are 
different sizes. Some are large cities. Others are small rural towns. 


Task 


For Part A, study each document carefully. Then answer the questions after 
each one. These answers will help you write your essay. ( 


For Part B, use the information from the documents, your answers to the 
questions in Part A, and your knowledge of social studies to write a 
well-organized essay. In this essay, you should: 


Describe ways in which 
| communities are alike. In what 
| ways are they different? 


(continued) 
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Part A: Short-Answer Questions 


Study each document carefully. Then answer the questions that follow each 
document on the lines provided. 


Document 1: A Map of Albany and Surrounding Area 


A city is a large community. It has many schools, businesses, and other 
buildings. A city also has many roads. Suburbs are smaller communities 
around a city. Many people who live in a suburb work in a nearby city. 
A rural area is the countryside away from cities and large towns. There 
are fewer roads and buildings in 
rural areas. 


Albany, NY 
and Surrounding ; 


@ Which is a larger community, : : 5 
Albany or Hoosick Falls? BBnste ES 


Explain your answer. oe meee All ||| ee eee 


Population Density 
Persons per square mile 


KXXSX 


Less than 200 


* State capital 
© Other city 


0 15 Miles 
oy 0 15 Kilometers 
\ Albers Equal-Area Projection 


Vidal mate 


@® What body of water is next to Albany? How do you think being near 
this body of water has affected the city? 


(continued) 
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Document 2: A Drawing 

People in a community work at different jobs. Some people make things. 
Others provide services. This way, people have help in meeting their needs. 
Police and firefighters work to keep people safe. Communities also have 
laws to help keep people safe. Traffic laws help people travel safely 
through the streets of a community. 


Oo 
eS, 


A> 
cis 


DVS) 


@ How do you think the people in this picture depend upon one another? 


® How are the police officer and firefighter working to help keep 
people safe? 


(continued) 
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Document 3: Quote 


Lady Bird Johnson was the First Lady of the United States from 1963 to 
1969. She once gave a speech about being a good neighbor. 


“While the spirit of neighborliness [friendliness] 

was important on the frontier because neighbors 

were So few, it is even more important now because 
our neighbors are so many.” 2 i 
—Lady Bird Johnson — 


WR Yt psec MO” 1H YI Deport 


© Read the quote. Why is it important for neighbors to be friendly to 
each other? 


® Why might being friendly to neighbors be even more important in a 
larger community? 


(continued) 
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Part B: Essay 


Giitsieiie) Using the documents, your answers to the questions in 
Part A, and your knowledge of social studies, write a well-organized 
essay about how communities are alike and how they differ. Include a 
beginning, middle, and end in your essay. If necessary, continue your 
essay on another sheet of paper. 


In your essay, remember to: 


¢ Describe ways in which all communities are alike. Tell about things 
that are important to people in any community. 

* Describe ways in which rural, suburban, and city communities are 
different. © 

* Use details and examples to support your ideas. 

¢ Use the information from the documents in your answer. 
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Citizenship and Government 


®)ige(aitelat-) The task below is based on documents 1 through 3. 
This task will allow you to show how well you work with various 
documents. Study each document, and answer the questions after 
each. Then use your answers to help you write your essay. 


Background 


As a citizen, you have many freedoms and privileges. The government 
works to protect these freedoms. Citizens also have responsibilities. They 
must obey laws, and they must do what they can to help others in the 
community. By making the community a better place, citizens contribute to 
the common good. 


Task 


For Part A, study each document carefully. Then answer the questions | 
after each one. These answers will help you write your essay. 


For Part B, use the information from the documents, your answers to 
the questions in Part A, and your knowledge of social studies to write 
a well-organized essay. In this essay, you should: 


i Describe the ways citizens and 
| the government work together 
' for the common good. 


Ss 
7 
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(continued) 


Grade 3 Document-Based Questions = 9 > 


Name re mer ote bie ee ipa 


Part A: Short-Answer Questions 
Study each document carefully. Then answer the questions that follow each 
document on the lines provided. 


Document 1: Citizenship Quote 

Jane Addams cared about less fortunate people in her city of Chicago. She 
founded Hull House. Hull House was a place that helped families in need. 
Jane Addams believed in helping others. She believed helping people who 
were less fortunate than her would make the world a better place for 
everyone. 


- “The good we secure for ourselves is precarious and 
uncertain until it is secured for all of us... .” 


- —Jane Addams 


@ “Precarious” means “unstable.” How does taking care of needs in a 
community make that community more stable? 


® Jane Addams contributed to the common good of her community. 
What does common good mean? 


© What are some ways you can contribute to the common good of 
your community? 


(continued) 
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Document 2: Photograph of the United States Congress 


Congress is the branch of the United States government that makes laws. 
Laws help keep order and protect citizens and their property. Members of 
Congress work hard to solve problems in our nation. Below is a picture of 
Congress in session. 


@ From this photograph, what can you tell about the Congress? 


@® What symbol is hanging on the wall in the center of the picture? 


€ How do laws help people in the United States? 


(continued) 
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Document 3: Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens 

The government of the United States works hard to protect the rights, or 
freedoms, of its citizens. Citizens have many rights, such as the right to 
speak in public about their beliefs. Citizens also have responsibilities, such 
as the responsibility to obey the law. A responsibility is something a person 
should do because it is necessary and important. 


i 


\ H 


f\ i 


N= ¥ : = 


Mh 


ae 


i 


@ Does a stop sign represent a right or a responsibility? 


@® Which piece of this puzzle represents both a right and a responsibility? 


© These puzzle pieces show how government and citizens work together 
€ 
for the common good. How does the person voting show how 
government and citizens work together for the common good? 


(continued) 
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Part B: Essay 


(eyf¢-sttelit-) Using the documents, your answers to the questions in 
Part A, and your knowledge of social studies, write a well-organized 
essay about how citizens and the government work together for the 
common good. Include a beginning, middle, and end in your essay. If 
necessary, continue your essay on another sheet of paper. 


In your essay, remember to: 


¢ Describe some ways citizens work for the common good of 
the community. Is it a right or a responsibility to work for the 
common good? 

¢ Describe some ways that the government works for the common 
good of the citizens. How do citizens and the government work 
together for the common good? 

¢ Use details and examples to support your ideas. 

* Use the information from the documents in your essay. 
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Communities Are 
Everywhere 


(e}if-fesitelst-) The task below is based on documents 1 through 3. 
This task will allow you to show how well you work with various 
documents. Study each document, and answer the questions after 
each. Then use your answers to help you write your essay. 


Background 

Have you ever noticed that people who live in warmer climates 

wear lighter clothing, and people who live in cooler areas wear thicker 
clothing? Around the world, people must adapt to, or change to fit, 
their environment. At the same time, everything people do affects the 
environment around them. 


Task 


For Part A, study each document carefully. Then answer ‘the questions after { 
each one. These answers will help you write your essay. 

For Part B, use the information from the documents, your answers to 

the questions in Part A, and your knowledge of social studies to write a 
well-organized essay. In this essay, you should: 


[% 
1 
4 


Describe how people and the 
| environment affect one another. 


(continued) 
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Part A: Short-Answer Questions 


Study each document carefully. Then answer the questions that follow each 
document on the lines provided. 


Document 1: Map of the United States 


People live in many types of environments. They live on different landforms 
such as mountains, valleys, plains, or hills. The climates in which people 
live may be hot, cold, rainy, or dry. The landform and climate of a place are 
part of its environment. : 


@ The person in Florida is wearing shorts and sunglasses. What does this 
tell you about Florida’s climate? 


@ A person who lives in a cold climate must dress warmly. Which person 
on this map lives in a cold climate? 


(continued) 
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Document 2: Photograph of the Hoover Dam 

The Hoover Dam is located on the border between the states of Arizona 
and Nevada. The dam holds back millions of gallons of water. This water 
forms a lake behind giant concrete walls. Before the dam was built, the 
Colorado River would often flood and put farms in danger. Today, the 
power of the stored water is used to make electricity. 


j 


concrete wall 


@ What can you tell about Hoover Dam from the photograph? 


® How did the natural environment around the Hoover Dam change 
when the dam was built? 


(continued) 
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Document 3: The Environment Affects People 


Sometimes big events happen that change the environment quickly. If a ° 
volcano erupts, the towns around it may be burned by lava or covered by 
ash. Landslides and hurricanes can tear apart houses, uproot trees, and flip 
cars. When people tell about a big event, it helps us understand how these 
events affect people. 


“My house is ruined [from the landslide]. ...We ran 
down the front side of the mountain. And we could 
hear this house collapsing behind us, sinking in and 
| guess the driveway moved 200 feet as we were 
running down it.” , 


—Jill Lockhart 
Source: Anderson Cooper 360, CNN, 1 June 2005 


@ What sudden change affected Jill Lockhart’s home? 


© How might such a sudden change in the environment affect the people 
living there? 


© How might this change in the environment affect people in areas near 
the landslide? 


(continued) 
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Part B: Essay 


p}ig-teiifejal-) Using the documents, your answers to the questions in 
Part A, and your knowledge of social studies, write a well-organized 
essay about how people and the environment affect one another. 
Include a beginning, middle, and end in your essay. If necessary, 
continue your essay on another sheet of paper. 


In your essay, remember to: 


¢ Describe ways in which people affect their environment. Tell about 
things that people build that might change the environment. 

* Describe ways in which the environment affects people. How do 
changes in the environment affect the people of an area and the 
people near that area? 

* Use details and examples to support your ideas. 

* Use the information from the documents in your essay. 
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Many Kinds of People 


(e}ig-tiiteiat-) The task below is based on documents 1 through 3. 
This task will allow you to show how well you work with various 
documents. Study each document, and answer the questions after 
each. Then use your answers to help you write your essay. 


Background 


People move to the United States from various places around the world. 
An immigrant is a person who comes from one country to live in a new 
country. Immigrants learn new ways of doing things when they come to 
a new country. They also bring traditions from their home countries. A 
tradition is a custom, or a way of doing something, that is handed down 
by parents to their children. Immigrants may eat foods, follow religions, 
play music, and celebrate holidays from their home countries. These 
traditions are all part of an immigrant’s heritage. 


Task 


For Part A, study each document carefully. Then answer the questions after 
each one. These answers will help you write your essay. 


For Part B, use the information from the documents, your answers to the 
questions in Part A, and your knowledge of social studies to write a well- 
organized essay. In this essay, you should: 


f Describe how people and their 
| heritages have helped shape the 
_ United States. 


i ‘ai 


bi . 


(continued) 
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Part A: Short-Answer Questions 
Study each document carefully. Then answer the questions that follow each 
document on the lines provided. 


Document 1: Cities in the United States 

Immigrants to the United States. will often settle in cities with other 
immigrants from their country. Some of these cities have foreign names. For 
example, many people from Germany settled in a town in Texas that they 
named “New Braunfels.” If you visit New Braunfels, you will find German 
food, music, and other traditions. 


16 RY 
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@ Which famous city in the United States is named after York, England? 


® San Diego is a Spanish name. What does this name tell you about 
San Diego’s early settlers? 


(continued) 
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Document 2: Immigration Pictograph 


Over time, immigrants have settled in certain parts of the United States. 
For example, people from Asia and Australia often come to live on the 
Pacific coast in places such as California. Immigrants from South America 
often settle in the southern United States or in other places such as New 
York City. People in California and New York City have many different 
heritages. You can find many traditions in these areas because people from 
various parts of the world have settled there. 


@ Look at the graph. From which eee 
Immigration to the United States 
part of the world have most Since 1951 


immigrants come to the United 
States since 1951? ) 


jp = 500,000 


Africa | f- people 


Asia |RARAAAAAADRA BA 


Australia and | , 
the Pacific | * 


contrat | RARAAAADAAAAA BA 
and North |ARRADAAADA AAA A 


See America aN aN 4 ; 


Europe | PPRADPDRAAA 
South TN 


America’ 
Number of Immigrants 


@ Examine the immigration figures 
from Africa and from Europe. How do they compare? 


€} From which part of the world have the fewest immigrants come 
to the United States since 1951? 


(continued) 
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Document 3: Foreign Language Newspapers 


People from a certain culture who settle in a given area sometimes start 
their own newspapers. These newspapers describe events important to a 
certain culture. They are written in the language of the culture. These 
newspapers help strengthen the heritage of people’s cultures. 


BuLGnaines 


oe 


se 
a 
% 
3 
; 


Typuua 3anaauu, | 
ye cnupa Buoca 
Hamokom 
Bpazapun 


@® How are these newspapers alike or different from newspapers you see 
and read? 


® How do foreign language newspapers help strengthen the heritage of 
people’s cultures? 


(continued) 
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Part B: Essay 


Directions Using the documents, your answers to the questions in 
Part A, and your knowledge of social studies, write a well-organized 
essay about how people and their heritages have helped shape. the 
United States. Include a beginning, middle, and end in your essay. 

If necessary, continue your essay on another sheet of paper. 


In your essay, remember to: 


¢ Describe ways in which people and their heritages help shape the 
United States. Explain the word heritage. 

¢ Explain why there are different heritages in different parts of the 
country. How can you recognize different heritages? 

¢ Use details and examples to support your ideas. 

* Use the information from the documents in your essay. 
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This task will allow you to show how well you work with various _ 
documents. Study each document, and answer the questions after 
each. Then use your answers to help you write your essay. 


Background 

Your community is probably a little different today than it was yesterday. 
Every day new buildings and roads are being built. Workers tear down 
certain buildings and build shopping malls, apartment buildings, and 
skyscrapers in their place. New and bigger roads and bridges help people 
get to these new places. Over time, a place may become very different. 


Task 


For Part A, study each document carefully. Then answer the questions after 
each one. These answers will help you write your essay. 


For Part B, use the information from the documents, your answers to the 
questions in Part A, and your knowledge of social studies to write a well- 
organized essay. In this essay, you should: 


| Explain some ways places 
_ change over time. 


ast 


bla SL 


(continued) 
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Part A: Short-Answer Questions 


Study each document carefully. Then answer the questions that follow each 
document on the lines provided. 


Date 


Document 1: Washington, D.C., Then and Now 


When you look at drawings or photographs from different time periods, 
you can see how much a place may change over time. You will see some 
changes after a decade, or 10 years. You will see many changes after a 
century, or 100 years. | 


~<a 
Waren tear 
“igo _& 


@ Look at this drawing and photograph of Washington, D.C. Did 
Washington, D.C., have more or fewer buildings in 1871 than it 
does today? 


© The Capitol building is the large building at the front of the drawing 
and the photograph. What was in front of the Capitol in 1871 that you 
would not see today? 


(continued) 
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Document 2: Washington, D.C., Population 

As we have seen, buildings and the land around them change over time. 
The population of a community also changes. Population is the number of 
people in a place. Usually, the population in a community grows over time. 
When the population grows, more roads and buildings must be built. 


About how many people 
lived in Washington, D.C., 
in 1850? 


WASHINGTON, D.C., 
1850-2000 


1,000,000 
900,000 
800,000 
700,000 
600,000 

500,000 % 
400,000 
300,000 


200,000 
100,000 


S 
) 
S 
ie 
3 
Q 
) 
oO. 


1850 1900 1950 2000 
Year 


® Which year shows the 
highest population? About 
how many people lived in Washington, D.C., that year? 


? 


~ © About how many more people lived in Washington, D.C., in 2000 than 
in 1900? 


(continued) 
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Document 3: Historic Map of Washingion, D.C. 


Washington, D.C., was chosen by President George Washington to be the 
nation’s capital. In 1791, planning began for the new capital. It took years, 
but eventually the White House, the Capitol, and other government 
buildings were completed. Many lawmakers and their families moved to 
Washington, D.C. 


we 
Za 


é ok Oy 
oe | 
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@ What does the map title tell you about the map? 


€ What does the map tell you about where Washington, D.C., is located? 


(continued) 
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Document 4: Subway Map of Washington, D.C. 


Today many people live or work in Washington, D.C. They do not need to 
walk or ride in carriages as they did long ago. Most people drive cars. 
Some ride on a subway. A subway is like a train that runs mostly 
underground. This is a map of the subway system in Washington, D.C. 
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Franconia-Springlieldt ) 


@ Blue Line « Addison Road- Seat Pleasant/Franconia- an “COMMUTER RAIL. 
Green Line * Branch Avenue/Greenbelt mW Ganster 
® Orange Line » New Carroliton/Vienna/Fairfax-GMU Station 
@ Red Line * Glenmont/Shady Grove Station we Future 
® Yellow Line . Huntington/Mt. Vernon Sq/7th St- ‘Convention Center in Service P Station 


@ What is the name of the outlined area that is shaped almost like a 
stop sign? 


® Which subway line would you take to travel from Shady Grove to 
Friendship Heights? 


(continued) 
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Part B: Essay 


Directions Using the documents, your answers to the questions in 
Part A, and your knowledge of social studies, write a well-organized 
essay about how places change over time. Include a beginning, 
middle, and end in your essay. If necessary, continue your essay 

on another sheet of paper. 


In your essay, remember to: 


* Describe some ways places change over time. How often do 
changes happen? ' 

¢ Describe why communities change. What changes happen when 
the population grows? 

* Use details and examples to support your ideas. 

* Use the information from the documents in your essay. 
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People Working in a 
Community 


lslig-iileja-) The task below is based on documents 1 through 4. 
This task will allow you to show how well you work with various 
documents. Study each document, and answer the questions after 
each. Then use your answers to help you write your essay. 


Background 

People do many types of work in order to earn money. The money that 
people earn is called income. People use their income to buy goods and 
services. They may also save some money. Saving money helps people 
meet goals for the future. 


Task 


For Part A, study each document carefully. Then answer the questions 
after each one. These answers will help you write your essay. 


For Part B, use the information from the documents, your answers to 
the questions in Part A, and your knowledge of social studies to write a 
well-organized essay. In this essay, you should: 


( Describe how different people 
| earn, spend, and save money. 


(continued) 
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Part A: Short-Answer Questions 


Study each document carefully. Then answer the questions that follow each 
document on the lines provided. 


Document 1: Blue Jeans Flow Chart 


When you shop at a mall, you can buy many goods, such as blue jeans. 
If you buy a pair of blue jeans, you can think about all of the people who 
worked to make and sell the jeans. Each step of making jeans requires 
people to work. Each person who works receives an income. 


Cotton grows Farmers harvest Cotton is separated from 
as a plant. the cotton. twigs in a cotton gin. 


ne 


Nhe Sse 
\\\ Y £) 
\\\, Ky a 'Z 
Cotton is woven Cloth is sewn to Jeans are sold 
into denim cloth. make jeans in a store. 


@ Who harvests the cotton? 


€ What steps happen before cotton is made into cloth? 


(continued) 
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Document 2: Supply and Demand Line Graph 

The United States has a free enterprise economy. This means that sellers 
can charge as much as they want for a good or service. Most sellers want 
to charge as much as possible so that they can make a good profit. 
However, if the price for goods is too high, sales may go down. Shoppers, 
or consumers, will only pay high prices if they really want the item and 
they cannot find it anywhere else. : 


DEMAND FOR ATHLETIC 
SHOES FOR KIDS 


7————+ 


140 
120 
100 
80 
60 
40 
20 


Number of Shoes Sold 


$20 $30 $40 $50 $60 


Price of One Pair of Shoes 


© How many shoes were sold when the price of one pair of shoes 
was $40.00? 


® How did the amount of shoes sold change when the price of the shoes 
increased from $20.00 to $30.00? 


(continued) 
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Document 3: Goods and Services Flow Chart 


Some people work in industries that make or sell goods or services. These 
people are called producers. Other people buy the goods and services. 
These people are consumers. People are both producers and consumers. 
They help industries by making goods. Industries help people by providing 
goods and services that people can buy. 


How Goods and Services Flow from Industry to People 


ats Goods and 
Services 


Purchased 


a 


Industry 


@ You can read a flow chart by following the arrows. What do people 
provide to help business and industry? 


@ What do business and industry provide to people? 


(continued) 
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Document 4: Bank Statement 

After people earn money, they may put it in a bank. A bank looks after 
people’s money. If a person puts money into a bank account, it is called 
a deposit. If a person uses money from their account to buy something, 
it is called a withdrawal. 


My Bank Statement 


$881.41 


© This bank statement shows the balance, or amount of money, that is ix 
the account. What happens to the balance when a withdrawal is made 
What happens to the balance when a deposit is made? 


$851.41 


$1,451.41 
$1,409.22 


$1,373.14 


$1,273.14 


$1,503.14 


$1,463.14 


' 


® How did the balance change between 5/27/2006 and 5/31/2006? 


(continu 
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Part B: Essay 


Using the documents, your answers to the questions in 
Part A, and your knowledge of social studies, write a well-organized 
essay about how different people earn, spend, and save money. 
Include a beginning, middle, and end in your essay. If necessary, 
continue your essay on another sheet of paper. 


In your essay, remember to: 


* Describe ways in which people earn money. What kinds of jobs do 
people do? What do these jobs provide? 

¢ Describe ways in which people spend and save money. What 
happens when prices are high? Where do people save their money? 

¢ Use details and examples to support your ideas. 

¢ Use the information from the documents in your esssay. 
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Teaching Suggestions 
~ and Answer Key 


SCORING RUBRIC FOR 


DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTIONS 


Use this scoring guide to assess students’ 
responses to the essay questions in Part B. 


Lt ¢ Answers all aspects of the task. 


* Essay is fully developed and includes much 
information from the documents and the unit. 


* Ideas are fully developed, and supporting 
details are accurate, relevant, and appropriate. 


* Essay is logically organized and coherent. 
* Ideas are expressed clearly all the time. 
3 ¢ Answers most aspects of the task. 


* Essay is adequately developed and includes 
some information from the documents and 
the unit. 


* Ideas are satisfactorily developed, and 
supporting details are generally accurate 
and adequate. 


* Essay is generally organized. 


* Ideas are generally expressed clearly. 


2 * Answers some aspects of the task. 


* Essay-includes a few examples from the 
documents and the unit. 


* Ideas are weakly developed, and supporting 
details are somewhat accurate but inadequate. 


* Essay is organized weakly and goes off topic. 


* Ideas generally are not clearly presented. 


1 * Answers reflect only a limited understanding 
of the task. 


* Essay does not include examples from the 
documents and the unit or refers only vaguely 
to them. 


* Ideas are not developed or supported by 
details. 


* Essay is poorly organized. 


¢ Ideas are not expressed clearly and are not 
relevant. 


0 * No response or response uses no accurate data 
and is unrelated to topic or is illegible or 
incoherent. 
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Unit |, Part A Questions, pp. 5-7 
Document 1 


1. Albany is a larger community because it 
has a higher population density. 


2. the Hudson River; Albany’s closeness to 
the Hudson River likely has positively 
affected the city’s growth over time. 


Document 2 


1. The people who are selling products 
or providing services depend on other 
people to buy and use them. In turn, 
customers rely on the availability of 
various goods and services to meet 
their needs. 


2. The police officer is directing traffic. The 
firefighter is checking the fire hydrant to 
make sure that it works. 


Document 3 


1. It is important for people to be friendly . 
because there are so many neighbors 
who need to work together to 
accomplish things. 


2. Ina large community, people depend on 
each other. If some people are arguing, 
others might not be able to get the goods 
and services that they need. 


Unit |, Part B Essay, p. 8 


Sample response for a score of 4 
from rubric: 

All communities are made up of people. 
Safety and friendliness are important to 
people in all communities. In all 
communities, people depend on each 
other for goods and services. 


Teaching Suggestions and Answer Key 


Rural areas do.not have many roads, 
and the people in them are usually 
farmers. Suburban areas have more roads 
than do rural areas, and they have more 
buildings that are closer together. Cities 
have very tall buildings and lots of roads. 
People sometimes go to work in cities and 
live in suburbs. 


Unit 2, Part A Questions, pp. 10-12 
Document 1 


1. Taking care of everyone’s needs makes 
the community safe and happy for 
everyone. 


2. Common good means that things are 
done for the good of everyone in the 
community. 


3. Possible response: I can give food, 
clothes, and toys to others. I can keep 
my community clean. 

Document 2 


1. Possible response: Congress is a large 
branch of government that is made up 
of many people. 


2. the flag of the United States of America 


3. Laws help protect the safety and freedom 
of all people of the United States. 


Document 3 
1. a responsibility 
2. voting 


3. Possible response: The government 
protects the right of the citizen to vote. 
Citizens vote for people who they think 
will do the best job representing them 
and protecting their rights. 


Teaching Suggestions and Answer Key 


Unit 2, Part B Essay, p. 13 


Sample response for a score of 4 
from rubric: 

Citizens work for the common good by 
trying to solve problems in the community. 
If families need homes, food, or clothing, 
citizens can help by giving food or clothing 
or fixing up homes. Citizens also can help 
keep the community clean. 

Working for the common good is a 
responsibility. The government works for 
the common good by making laws. The 
laws protect the rights of citizens, along 
with their property and freedoms. Citizens 
work with the government by obeying 
laws and by voting. 


Unit 3, Part A Questions, pp. 15-17 
Document 1 
1. Florida has a warm and sunny climate. 


2. The person in Alaska lives in a cold 
climate. 


Document 2 


| 1. It is a large dam with concrete walls that 


form a reservoir. It has generators that 
produce electricity. 


2. The dam formed a lake when it was 
built. 


Document 3 
1. a landslide 


2. Some people might lose their homes 
to the landslide. They would have to 
stay with friends until they could get 
new homes. 


3. Possible response: People in areas 
around the town might help the people 
in the town. They might invite families 
who lost their homes to stay with them. 
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Unit 3, Part B Essay, p. 18 


Sample response for a score of 4 
from rubric: 

People build houses, bridges, tunnels, 
and dams that change the environment. 
They may use wood and other materials 
from their environment to build. When 
people build a dam, they stop water from 
flowing. The water behind the dam makes 
a new lake. Plants and animals in the area 
are affected by these changes. 

The environment can change people. 
People must dress and build homes 
differently based on where they live. If a 
landslide or other big change happens, 
people may lose their homes. 


Unit 4, Part A Questions, pp. 20-22 

Document 1 

1. New York City 

2. San Diego’s early settlers were from 
Spain. 

Document 2 

1. Central and North America 


2. More immigrants have come from 
Europe than from Africa. 


3. Australia and the Pacific 


Document 3 


1. Possible response: The newspapers 
may be alike in that they tell about 
newsworthy events. They may be 
different in that they are printed in a. 
language other than English. 


2. Foreign language newspapers help 
strengthen the heritage of people’s 
cultures by informing them of news 
and events most important to them. 
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Unit 4, Part B Essay, p. 23 


Sample response for a score of 4 
from rubric: 

People who move to the United States 
bring their own traditions. These traditions 
may include religions, food, music, and 
holidays. Some people speak their native 
languages. These things are all part of a 
person’s heritage. 

When immigrants come to the United 
States, they often settle in communities 
with people from their own culture. This 
is why there are different cultures in 
different parts of the country. For example, 
in New York City and California there are 
many different cultures and heritages. 

If a city has a foreign name, this may be 
a clue that the town has a foreign heritage. 
Newspapers in other languages are 
another clue. 


Unit 5, Part A Questions, pp. 25-28 
Document 1 


1. Washington, D.C., had fewer buildings 
in 1871 than it does today. 


2. horses and carriages 
Document 2 

1. about 40,000 people 

2. 1950; about 800,000 people 


3. about 300,000 more people lived in 
Washington, D.C., in 1950 than in 2000. 


Document 3 


1. The map title tells us that it is a map of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
which is part of the United States of 
America. 


2. The city is located along the Potomac 
River. 


Teaching Suggestions and Answer Key 


Document 4 
1. the Capital Beltway 
2. the Red Line 


Unit 5, Part B Essay, p. 29 


Sample response for a score of 4 
from rubric: 

Places change a little bit every day. Over 
time, places change a lot. Old buildings are 
torn down, and new shopping malls, 
apartments, and skyscrapers may take 
their place. As the population grows, new 
roads, houses, and other buildings must be 
built. In big cities, subways help make 
transportation easier. 


Unit 6, Part A Questions, pp. 30-34 
Document 1 
1. farmers 


2. Cotton must be grown, harvested, and 
separated from twigs by running it 
through a cotton gin. 


Document 2 
180 
2. It decreased from 120 to 100 shoes sold. 
Document 3 
1. skills and work 
2. goods and services 
} Document 4 


1. When a withdrawal is made, the 
balance goes down. When a deposit is 
made, the balance goes up. 


2. the account balance increased by $581.73 


Teaching Suggestions and Answer Key 


Unit 6, Part B Essay, p. 35 


Sample response for a score of 4 
from rubric: 

People have many jobs to earn money. 
They may provide goods or services to 
business and industry. People use the 
money they earn from these jobs to buy 
goods and services they want or need. If 
prices are high, people may not buy as 
much. People may save their money in a 
bank. The bank looks after their money. 


PHOTO CREDITS 
Page Placement Key: (t)—top, (c)—center, 
(b)—bottom, (I)—left, (r)—right, (bg)—background 


Unit 2: 11, Ron Sachs/Corbis; Unit 3: 16, 
Lester Lefkowitz/Corbis; Unit 4: 22 (both), 
Harcourt; Unit 5: 25, Getty; 27, Library of 
Congress. 
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